In the editorial to issue 23:1, we outlined something of the trajectory of the journal through its 20 years of publication. We highlighted how its evolution reflects the movement of spirituality into mainstream thinking, how research fields have widened to promote its multi-disciplinary aspect, and how key elements that are integral to understanding what we mean by spirituality have been identified. The journal has also reflected the changing world in which we live and has highlighted the way that research and practice in the field of children's spirituality have responded to such change.
identity, belonging and trust, might be significant in the lives of those who have witnessed war and hostility. The question remains: what is the impact of trauma on the spiritual lives of young people and how might the journal address difficult issues such as displacement and violence?
Other matters such as gender equality and identity, disability and domestic abuse are also pertinent across the world. The rise in the number of children in social care systems indicates a threat to child safety and security. The need for inter-faith dialogue and cross-cultural activity has been no greater than at present, and at a time when it is evident that a desire for a preserved national identity is paramount in some countries, the need for the promotion of respect and togetherness across religions and cultures is a growing concern. We might ask: how could the journal address the spiritual needs of the vulnerable in society? Whilst often locating research in religious traditions, how might it nevertheless uphold a spirit of unity in diversity?
One way of attending to the questions posed above is the re-formulation of the Editorial Board. It is the policy of the editors to revise the membership of the Editorial Board occasionally to provide greater diversity and fresh perspectives alongside viewpoints long-steeped in the historic aims and purposes of the journal. In the first 6 months in position, we have appointed new board members whilst some existing members have continued to serve. Others have retired after a number of years. We hope that, through their own specialised areas of interest in childhood and spirituality and through publishing their current research with us, the new team will enable the journal to continue adapting and addressing emerging international concerns such as those named in this editorial as well as other issues that are local and particular to a variety of contexts.
For example, serving on the Editorial Board are members who provide research in mindfulness and Buddhist spirituality, as well as Christian, Jewish and Humanist perspectives. Other areas of research highlight spirituality in the curriculum -children's literature, history and music in particular. The role of digital culture in spiritual formation practices, insight into the spiritual lives of the vulnerable, and research on the whole child offer multi-disciplinary viewpoints, and each member is experienced and respected in their own field. Whilst the board represents a range of specific cultural contexts across the world, a range of disciplines including education, philosophy, social science and theology is also evident. We look forward to working with all the members of this new Editorial Board.
As much as looking to the future, we feel that it is also important to recognise the contributions of those who have recently retired. Each has helped to put children's spirituality 'on the map'. Many have contributed significantly to the discipline not only through their contributions to the journal, but also in their reviews of submissions, presentations at conferences and their wider published work. Highlighting the significance of the mysterious, the relational and the secret lives of children, some have encouraged readers to listen to children and young people, to be aware of the spiritual experiences they may have had, and to attend to the ongoing nurture of their inner spiritual lives. Identifying spirituality as a trans-religious phenomenon, others have helped to widen our perspectives, reflecting on spirituality in the everyday, the historical and the traditional. Finally, some have provided us with theories, ideas and soundbites that have helped shape our understanding of spirituality and enabled us to share these ideas with others. We thank them all.
Moving forward, we know that more socio-political change will be upon us almost immediately. As editors of the journal, it is our aim to continue to be a strong voice that speaks out on behalf of children, young people and their spiritual lives. As well as reacting to change, we hope to inspire change, so that in times of testing, crisis and vulnerability, those who work with children might become equipped to support those in their care and, in turn, inspire wider political and spiritual change.
